uring 
ume 
ees 


TIMES AND SEASONS. 


„ruth will prevail.” 


Von., IV. No. 12.) 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH 
Continued. 

Sidney S. Rigdon was born in Saint Clair 
wwnsaip, Alleghany county, State of Pennsyl- 
vania, on the 19th of February, A. D. 1793, and 
was the youngest son of William aud Nancy 

. William Rigdon, his father, was a 
native of Hartford county, State of Maryland, 
was born A. D. 1743, and died May 26th A. D. 
1810, in the 62d year of his age. William Rig- 
don was the son of Thomas Baker, and Ann 
Lucy Rigdon. Thomas Baker Rigdon was a 
native of the State of Maryland, and was the 
son of Thomas Baker Rigdon, who came from 
Great Britain. 

Ann Lucy Rigdon, grandmother of Sidney 
8. Rigdon, was d native of Ireland, and emigra- 
ted to the city of Boston, Massachusetts, and 
was there married to Thomas Baker Rigdon. 
Nancy Rigdon’s mother was a mative of Free- 
hold, Monmouth county, New Jersey, was 
born March 16th, 1759, and died October 3d, 
1839, and was the eldest daughter of Bryant 
Gallaher, who was a native of Ireland. Eliza- 
beth Gallaker, mothar to the eaid Nancy Rig- 
den, was the second wife of the said Bryant 
Gallaher, and whose maiden name was Reed, 
and who was a native of Monmouth county, 
New Jersey. Their parents were natives of 
Scotland. 

In giving an account of his parents, Elder 
Rigdon is of the opinion that he is of Norman 
extraction, and thinks that the name of Rig- 
don was derived frum the French word Rig-o- 
dan, which signifies a dance, which language 
was spoken by the Normans, and that his an- 
cestors came over to England with William the 
Conquerer. His father, William Rigdon, was 
« farmer, and he removed from the State o/ 
Maryland some time prior to his marriage; to 
the State of Pennsylvania; and his mother had 
removed some time prior te thai, from the State 
of New Jersey to the same State; where they 
were married, and continued to follow agricul- 
tural parsuits. They bad four children, viz: 
three sons, and one daughter. The eldest, sons, 
were cailed Carvil, Loami, and Sidney S., the 
subject of this brief history. The fourth, a 
daughter, named Lucy. 

Nothing very remarkable took place in the 
youthful days of Elder Rigdon, suffice it to say, 
that he continued at home with his parents, 
following the cecupation ofa farmer until he 
wae scventren years of age, when his fathe™ 
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died; after which event, he continued on the 
same farm with his mether, until he was twen- 
ty-six years ofage. Inhis twenty-fifth year, 
he connected himself with a society which in 
that country was called Regular Baptis‘s. The 
Church he united with, was at that time un- 
derthe charge of the Rev. David Phillips, a 
clergyman from Wales. The year ſollowing, 
he left the farm and went to reside with the 
Rev. Andrew Clark, a minister of the same or- 
der. During his continuance with him, he re- 
ceived a license to preach in that society, and 
commenced from that time to preach, and re- 
turned to farming occupations no more. This 
was in March 1819. 

In the month of May of the same year, he 
left the State of Pennsylvania aad went to 
Trumball county, State of Ohio, and took up 
his residence at the house of Adamaon Bentley, 
a preacher of the same faith. This was in July 
of same year. While there, he became ac- 
quainted with Phebe Brook, to whom he was 
married on the 12th of June, A. D. 1820. She 
was a native of the State of New Jersey, 
Bridgetown, Cumberland county, and had pre- 
viously removed to Trumball county, Ohio.— 
After his marriage he continued to preach in 
that district of country until November, 1621. 
when he was requested by the First Baptist 
Church of the city of Pittsburgh, to take the 
pastorial charge ef said Church, which invita- 
tion he accepted, and in February, A. D. 1822, 
he left Warren, Trumball county, and removed 
to that city and entered immediately upon his 
pastorial duties, and contined to preach to that 
Church with considerable success. At the time 
he commeneed his labors in that Church, and 
for some time before, the Church was in a very 
low state and much confusion existed in conse- 
quence of the conduct of their former pastor.— 
However, soon after Elder Rigdon commenced 
his labors, there was a pleasing change effected, 
for by his incessant labors and his peculiar 
style of preaching, the Church was crowded 
with anxious listeners. The number of mem- 
bers rapidly increased, end it soon became one 
of the most respectable Churches in that city.— 
He was now a popular minister, and was much 
respected in that city, and all classes and per-- 
suasions sought his society. After he had 
been in that place some time, his mind was 
troubled and much perplexed, with the ides 
thatthe doctrines maintained by that society 
were not altogether in accordance with jhe 
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_what great crimes had there been committed by 


phet had announced her last hour, and she could 
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Thie thing copunued te agitaie hug ontinues to come. Ihe 


mind, more and more, and hig reflections on 
these occasions were peculiarly trying; for ac-. 
cording to his views of the werd of. God. no 
‘other church that he wee eequaiated with ves 
right, or with whom he could associate; con- 
sequently, if he was to dissvow the doctrine of 
the Church with whom he was then associated, 
he knew of no other way of obtaining a liveli- 
hood except by mental labor, and at that time 
hada wife and three children to support. 
From the Courier de la Mar inique, of Feb. 14, 1843. 
MORE PARTICULARS OF THE EARTH. 
QUAKE AT GAUDALOPE. 
( Continued.) 
There was in Saint Pierre but one cry of der- 
elution. Terror and consternation were de- 
picted on all faces: All those who had an gc- 
quaintance, a friend, a relation, in the unhappy 
city, inquired after him. Such a one! Dead: 
Sucha one! Dead! Sach one wounded,and 
such a one wounded also. Ob, God! oh, God! 


this unfortunate city to be so cruelly visited ?— 
When Jerusalem sold our Divine Lord and shed 
his blood, your anger did not fall so heavily up- 
on that devoted city. The voice of your Pro- 


not eave herself from herimpending fate. Your 
vengeance, though slow, was tremendous. You 
had charged men with the execution of your 
unalterable justice, and the city who had dis- 
avowed her God, and had caused the blood of 
the just man to flow, could redeem herself by 
her submission; but here, oh God! neither sub- 
mission nor repentance coeld save her; herhour 
wae marked on the clock of eternity, and her 
doom must be accomplished. 

Immediately zeal redoubles; persons run 
from door to door to ask for clothing; the daily 
labors are abandoned; the chest of the rich, the 
trunks of the poor, are emptied; and each one 
hurries to give all the linen he can spare. This 
is notall; in every house you may see the wo- 
men andthe children occupied in preparing Hint. 
‘The exchange soon presents the same epectacle 
Hvery where activity and lab@ prevails. They 
fear to lose time. They would say that for each 
momeat lost it is a wounded man that utters bie 
last groan, 

However, the Mouche had only confirmed the 
news; the principal details were wanted. Her 
mission called her to Fort Royal. But some ves- 
se's arrived to-day from those places of decola- 
tion have told us all! We know but too much!! 
(our pen refuses to trace the pieturo of that 
destroction ofacity,in which not e house is 


houses whieh she scourge had spared are a prey 
to the flames, which have made as many 4 
— than the earthquake itself. Us. 
fortunately people, who found themesives bo. 
ried under the ruins, not being ‘able to extr. 
cate themselves from the vast heaps of rubbish, 
reached by the fire, saw every chance of reserg 
vanished. The young girls, old men, women, 
half bruised between blocks of walls, demanded 
succors which were impossible; for the fin, 
advancing like a taging sea, rapidly « ngulphe 


them. The violence of the eloments frightened 


those whose courage and devotednees prompted 


chem to brave all to snatch these unfortunate 
from their horrible death. 


Saturday evening the city wos still but» 
burning furnace!!! ‘Finally, to terminate their 
sad recitals, here isa leiter written upon ‘the 
ruins of Point a Petre, to Mr. Baffin, a mer. 
chant of our eity. It says more than we cap 
express, all possible narrations. 

»I have received your letter. Thanks fr 
this remembrance. Lam well. All ruined or 
lost; all! allt@! This evening we employ the 
artillery to finish throwing down the walls ip 
order to save the laborers from their probable 
erumbling.—Since last night we can no longer 
take the dead bodies away. There are to 
many. Yours, 

| 

February IIth, 1843. 

P. S. Write to my wife.” 

Three things alone ate peering over this vast 
necropolis. The front of the crumbling chure) 
is there standing, with the face of its clock stil! 
uninjured, the hands ot which point out thir- 
ty-dve minutes past ten, the hourin whieh wes 
accomplished the ruin of a city, the amnihila- 
tion of a whole population. The hourof etem 
ity had struck, and in a shorter time than bed 
been necessary perhaps for thre hammer to rie 
and fall, the work of destruction was accom- 
plished. The silence of death had sneceeded 
the tumultuous noise of life. The poor and 
the rich, tne free and the slave, were lying ia 
the same shroud of stoney-and the reddish glare 
of the fire was lighting the feneral pyre of the! 
annihilated peaple. Asa pendant to this sac 
spectacle, upon a part of a wall of a house ba! 
fallen, a picture was preserved, as by a miracl 
a picture of the ruins of Babylon. A singuls 
coincidence the traditions of the past, wb 
the reality of the present; the picture of bo 
man devastation, in presence of the divine de- 
truction, farther along. looking on thie 
scene of desolation, the’ portrait of the king 
alone, preserved by a strange [ntality. seems 


sanding, notone!**** end which the fire ¥ 


to promise protection ead succor to those wb 
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have had the good lortund-to escape the digas- 
ver. Yea, sire! you will come to the aid of that 
populatian withoutan asylum—rich yesterday, 


and to-dgy ruined, without bread, withou: |! 


clothing. Sire, God hag preserved your image 
here, as he has preserved your days elsewhere, 
so that you may gend succor toa whole people, 
au have brought aremedy to the evils of 
our country; for God, in hig terrible justice, 
has wished to leave to you the noble miasion to 
relieve so great a misfortune, and your picture, 
preserved in the midst of this ſrighilul catastro- 
phe, was there to warn the unfortuoates that 
they had not lost their all—that they still had 
a father. 

Here Istop. Itis still undet the deep im- 
pressien of all those dreadful recitals of cal- 
cined bodies, drawn from under the ruins, stil! 
smoking, three days after the event; of unfor- 
tunate people whose voices are begging for suc- 
cor that no human power could bring to them, 
that | write these lines. Pressed to give these 
details, I do not know how my pen runa, Here 
is no pretensions to the elegance of style; chere 
aro still so many things to be said. Must w. 
speak of the admicable conduct of Mr. Barmont, 
in the nridst of this population, without anasy- 
lum, and dying with starvation; must we show 
you some wretch sucking a p.ece of sugar cane 
to allay his thirst! Shall I retrace the picture 
of that deputation of Poidt a Petre, coming to 
meet that of St. Pierre, the Mayor covered with 
a sailor’s jacket, and in the middle of all this, 
the Governor in tears, trying to impart to ever) 
body a resignation which he himself probably 
had not; so much he ſe t the enormity of the 
evil, and the impossibility ef repairing so great 
adisaster. I shall say nothing either of Rea, 
Admiral De Moges, Whose destiny soems to be 
to carry help to great misfortunes. A singular 
casuality! This same man, who, four years 
ago, was present at the destruction of the capi- 
tal of the island of which he was the governor. 
annihilated by an earthquake, is called en to- 
day to bring help to another city, overthrown 
likewise by the same scourge! I cannot des- 
cribe such scenes. These are only the princi- 
pal facts that I giva you here. Time presses, 
Another may write a longer article. L. B. 


PROCLAMATION OF THE GOVERNOR 
OF MARTINIQUE, 
Gilisens of Marlinigue. 

The earthquake of the Gch of February bas 
laid Point à Petrein ruins, aod such as remain 
of her unfortunate inabitants, are without 
bread and without shelter. We thank Provi- 
denee that we are permitted to send them help 


news of this distressing event, the inhabitants 
of Port Royal aud other villages, repaired to the 
spot with food and clothing. The nights of 
the Yb and 10th. were passed in loading the 
steam frigate Gomer with provisions and ether 
pecessaries belonging to the government, and 
she was im nediately dispatched in aid of the 
distressed. A subscription is now opened for 
the sufferers, and all receipts will be placed in 
the hands of M. Liot, Treasurer. 

DU VALDAILLY, , 

Governor of Martinique, 
(Correspondent of the Richmond Palladium) 
Eight miles below this place, on the other 
side of the river, is Nauvoo, the city of the Pro- 
phet. It is beautifully situated, on a point 
formed by a broad and sweeping bend of the 
river. The ground rises in successive benches 
of several feet in height, each bench extending 
back some distance, forming a level piece of ta- 
ble land to the next bench. On the last and 
highest bench, which is level with the surroad- 
ng country, stands the Temple, which is to be 
a megnificent building. The basement only is 
raised. The town site is six miles long and two 
three wide, being a eircular strip following © 
the curve of the river. Nothing can be mere 
beautiful than the situation of the city of saints. 
It contains at least 10,000 inhabitants, and as 
motley a crowd as you can imagine. 

There is but little of the prophet or saint in 
Joe's exterior. He isa large, powerfully built 
man, and I believe is reckoned to be a social, 
good natured, good hearted, clever fellow, with 
a netve of iron, an eye of fire, a heart of stone, 
and a head full of all sorts of things. Let him 
alone and he is your friend, but it is dangerous 
to trifle with him. Much has been said about 
the Mormons, but after all they ore like other 
men, end their prophet ie a man like unto ue 
all. There is nothing ia their belief that is in- 
credible, except it be the inspiration of their 
prophet, and that I must be permitted to doubt. 
The greatest difference between them and the 
Methodists is, that they have more of the spirit 
than the followers of Wesley. Whena Metho- 
dist would shout, a Mormon would prophesy, 
when the former would cry * glory,“ the latter 
would speak in unknown tongucs. When ons 
would pray over a sick brother, the other would 
lay on his hande and heal him—if he could. 
[When the Methodist faith fails him respecting 
some parts of the Bible, and he las recourse w 
the spiritualizing system to get a ang. the Mor- 
mon swaliews all down, just as it stands, like 
the whale swallowed Jonah, hat and shoes; the 
former worships s Gol without body, perte or 
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ing that Moses speaks of seeing his back parts, 
beholding bis face, and being angry with the 
wicked every day. The Mormon is always pre- 
pared to give you some reeson for every thing 
connected with his religion, whilst the other 
worships he knows not what.] You have 
doubtless heard of the thievish propensities of 
the Mormons. They ate not such great ras- 
cals as they are represented. Much stealing 
is done on their eredit, of which they are 
not guilty. They have been charged in this 
world with much of which there will be 
no record against them in the next. My 
eheet is drawing to a close, and I must pull 
in my horns. I could discourse of many 
matters to you had I room. You have 
heard of the late treaty, by which a new pur- 
chase has been made of the Indians;—that is 
all the rage here now, and all the world is 
bound for the “New Purchase.“ Thousands, 
I verily believe, are ready to start for that un- 
tried region, as soon asthe gates are opened 
which will be on the 12th of May next. The 
river has been frozen over solid for more than 
three months, so that teams have crossed on it 
constantly. We have had good sleighing 


most of thattime. We have cold dry winters 
here, but no changes from wet to dry. 
Yours, Ke. D. 


To the Editor of the Boston Weekly Bee: 
MORMONISM. 

Sin—The progress of Mormonism or the doc- 
trine of the Latter Day Saints in Boston; the 
ciosing of Elder Adam’s official labors in the 
east; preparations making for his immediate 
departure for the west; the great Mormon tea 
party at Boylston Hall, that came off in high 
glee; and your liberality in giving to the read- 
ers of your ‘busy Bee’ the latest news on every 
subject;—has induced me to give you a short 
sketch of the closing up of the labors of this 


Thursday evening, March 23d, agreeable to 
appointment, he addressed en immeneely large 
coucburse of people, on the character and mis- 
sion of Joseph Smith, the prophet. In speaking 
of him, he bears a positive and direct testimo- 
ny to the divinity of his mission. He does this 
without hesitation; just as if he meant what he 
ssid, and said what he meant. He does not 
say he hopes Joseph Smith isa true prophet, 
but says he is positive that such is the fact.— 
On Sabbath, March 26th, during the day, he 
introduced Elder E. P. Maginn, and gave him 
a high recommendation as anable minister of 
the fulness of tne gospel, who is to take his 
piace in Boston for the present. He also spoke 
of Elder Orson Hyde, one of the twolve apostles, 


that would probably visit them thiaspring—oud 


according to Adame’ account of him, he must be 
a perfect Apollo in learning and eloquence. A, 
usual, the Boylston Hall was a perfect jam du. 
ring the day and evening. On Tuesday evs 
ning, he gave his farewell lecture. That was 
a rich treat indeed, embodying the outline of 
the faith and doctrine of Latter Day Saints, 
But on Wednesday evening, at the great tes 
party, was the time it was clearly manifested 
that kindest feelings existed in this eity tow. 
ards the Mormons. There was present on tha: 
occasion over 500 people: 350 sat down at the 
first table. After supper, Elder Adams do 
livered a very appropriate and eloquent addres. 
It was listened to with profound attention, do. 
ring which time we saw the tear start in many 
an eye—plainly indicating that they deeply re- 
gretted that Elder Adams was about to leave 
them. During his remarks, he spoke very beat 
tifully of ‘the marriage supper of the Lamb,’ 
that was to wind up this last dispensation— 
caure creation to cease to groan—and usher in 
the long looked for period, when universal re- 
ligion, liberty and toleration shall be pre- 
claimed from ‘mountain top to mountain top, 
and every man in every place, shall meet ! 
brother and a friend.’ It seems strange to many 
that Elder Adams should be called away 1 
this time, as his very name is a tower of strength 
to the Mormon cause in the east. Thousands 
are looking for the day when he shall retum; 
petitions are getting up here and elsewhere for 
his return. This is as it should be, and we 
sincerely hope that the authorities of the Church 
at the west, will see it their duty to send him 
to us agein as soon as possible. He left with 
the prayers and blessings of the saints and 
friends, and I have no hesitation in raying, 
that thousands will hail with joy the day of his 
return. 

Yours truly, (not a Mormon, but) one of the 
many friends to that much abused people. 


D. W. R. 
Boston, April 1, 1843. : 


SPECIAL CONFERENCE. 
Thursday Morning, April 6, 1843. 
ll o'clock, A. M. 

A Special Conference of the Church of Jesve 
Chriet of Latter Day Saints, was convened on 
the platform of the Temple. There were 
present, Hyrum Smith, Patriarch: Brigham 
Voüng. H. C. Kimball, Orson Pratt, Wilford 
Woodruff. John Taylor, Geo. A. Smith, and 
W. Richards, of the Quorum of the Twelve; 
anda very large assembly of the elders and 
saints. 

Elder Brigham Young announced that Pretl- 
dent Joseph Smith was detained on busines 
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— — 
but would be present soon. He called upon, of he Kind; but if I have, come forward and tell 
the choir to sing an Hymn. Elder Amasa Ly- me of if, If any one has any objection to me, 
man opened by prayer, and another Hymn was IL want you to come boldly and frankly, and tell 
wng. Elder Orson Pratt then read the | of it; and if not, ever after hold your peace. 

id chapter of the 2d epistle of Peter, and poke Motion was made and seconded that President 
upen the subject of the resurrection. At ten Joseph Smith continue president of the waole 
minutes before 12 o’clock President Joseph church. After a few minutes silence, the mo- 


Smith, Elder Sidney Rigdon, and Elder Orson 
Hyde arrived. 

At i2o’clock Elder Pratt gave way for the 
business of the Conference. 

President Joseph Smith commenced by say- 
ing, We all ought to be thankful for the privi- 
legeweenjoy this day, of meeting so many of 
the Saints, and for the warmth and brightness 
ofthe heavens over our heads,—and it truly 
makes the countenances of this great multitade 
to look cheerly, and gladdens the hearts of all 
present. 

He next stated the object of the meeting, 
which was, 

First, to ascertain the standing of the first 
presidency, which he should do by presenting 
himself before the conference for trial. 

Second, to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of sending out the Twelve, or some of 
them, or somebody else, amongst the branches 
of the church, to obtain stock to build the Nau- 
100 House, forthe time has come to build it. 

Third, the eldera will have the privilege of 
ippeals from the different conferences, to this, 
if any such cases exist. These, said the presi- 
dent, are the principle items of business which 
[have at present to lay before you. This is 
not a general, but an annual conference. 

It is necessary that this conference give im. 
portance to the Nauvoo House. A prejudice 
exists against building the Nauvoo House, in 
favor of the Lord’s House, and the conference 


tion was put by President Young, when one 
vast sca of hands was presented, and the wo- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

President Joseph returned his thanks to the 
assembly for the manifestation of their confi- 
dence, and said he would serve them according 
to the best ability God should give him. 

The first presidency being disposed of, Presi- 
dent Joseph said he did not know any thing 
against the Twelve, if he did he would present 
them for trial. It is not right that all the bur- 
den of the Nauvoo House, should rest on a few 
individuals; and we will now consider the pro- 
priety of sending the Twelve to collect means 
for the Nauvoo House. There has been too 
great a solicitude, in individuals, for the building 
of the temple, to the exclusion of the Nauvoo 
House. The agents have had toogreat latitude 
to practice fraud, by receiving donations and 
never making report. The church has suffered — 
loss, andI am opposed to that system of col- 
lecting funds when any elder may receive mon- 
eye 

I am opposed to any man’s handling the pub- 
lic funds of the church who is not duly author- 
zed. 

I advise that some means be devised for trans- 
acting business on a sure foundation. The 
Twelve are the most suitable persons to per- 
form this business; and I want the confer- 
ence to devise some means to bind them as firm 
as the pillars of heaven, if possible. The Twelve 


are required to give stress to the building of || were always honest, and it will do them no hort 


the Nauvoo House. This is the most important 
matter forthe time being, for there is no place 
inthis city, where men of wealth, and charac- 
tor, and influence, from abroad, can go to repose 
themselves, and it is necessary we should have 
sucha place The church must build it or 
abide the result of not fulfilling the command- 
ment, 

President Joseph then asked the conference if 
they were satisfied with the First Presidency, 
70 far ashe was concerned, as an individual, to 
preside over the whole church; · or would they 
have another? If, said he, I have done any thing 
that ought to injure my character, reputation, or 
nanding; or have dishonored our religion by any 
means in the sight of men, or angels, or in the 
tight of men and women, I om sorry for it, and 
you will forgive me, I will endeavor to do so 
do more. I do not Enow that Aare done any thing 


to bind them. 

It has been reported that they receive wages 
at two dollars per day for their services. I have 
never heard this till recently, and I do not be- 
lieve it. I know’the Twelve have never had 
any wages atall. They have fulfilled their du- 


|ty—they have always gone where they were 


sent, and have labored with their hands for their 
support, when at home. If wesend them into 
the world to collect funds, we want them to re- 
turn those funds to this place, that they may 
be appropriated to the very purpose for which 
they were designed. I goin for binding up the 
Twelve, solid, putting them under bonds; and 
let this conference institute an order to this end, 
and thatthe travelling expenses of the agents shall 
not be borne out of the funds collected for building 
these houses, and let no man pay money or stock 
into the hands of the Twelve, except he transm;. 
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an account of the same immediately.to the Trus- 
tee in Trust; and Jet no man but the Twelve 


have authority toact as agent for the temple and 


Nauvoo House. | 

I would suggest the propriety of your say- 
ing that no money should ever be sent by 
any man except it be some one whom you have 
appointed as agent, and stop every other man 
from receiving moneys. Tt has been customa- 
ry for any elder to receive moneys for the Tem- 
plo when he is travelling, but this system of 
things opens a wide ficld for every kind of im- 
position, as any man can assume the name of a 
Mormon elder, and gather his pockets full of 
money and go to Texas. Many complaints 
have come to me of money being sent that I 
have never received. I will mention one case. 
He isa good man; his name is Russell. from 
Akron, New York. His brother had been east 
on business for him, and there received twenty 
or twenty-five dollars, as a donation to the 
Temple, which he put in Russel's bag, with his 
money, and forgotto take it out before he re- 
turned the bag. Two or three days after his 
return, he called on his brother for the money 
belonging to the church; but Russell thought 
his brother had paid out toomuch of his money, 
and he would keep the church’s money to make 
good his own. I called to see Russell about the 
money, and he treated me very politely, but 
did not give meto understand he ever meant 
to pay it. He said he did not know at the 
time, that there was any church money in the 
bag; that he had paid it out, and he had none 
now. 

[The brother who bronght the money from 
the east, stated to the conference, that he did 
not think it was because his brother was short 
of funds, that he kept it, for he had money 
enough. He had told him that he should not 
be out of funds again; that his brother had 
twenty dollars of the church funds, and some 
dried fruit for the president. ] 

President Joseph resumed I give this as a 
sample of a thousand instances. We cannot 
give an account to satisfy the people. on the 
church books, unless something is done. | 
propose that you send your moneys for the 
Temple by the Twelve, some one, or all; or 
some agent of your own choosing, and if you 
send by others, and the money is lost, »tis lost 
to yourselves; I cannot be responsible for it.— 
Every thing that falls into my hands shall be 
sppropriated to the very thing it was designed 
for. . 

Next, it is wrong for the church to make a 
Sridge of my nose, in appropriating church 
funds. The incorporation required of me sq 
curities, which were lodged in the proper hands 


as the law directs; and T am responsible for al! 
that comes into my hands. 

Next, the Temple Committee are bound to 
me inthe sum of $2000, with good securities, 
Ifthey appropriate any property where they 
ought not, they are liable to me for it; and the 
church are running to them, with funds every 
day, and thus make a bridge over my nose. | 
am not responsible for it. If you put it into 
the hands of the Temple Committee, I, nor my 
clerk, know nothing of it. 

So long as you consider me worthy to hold 
this office, it is your duty to attend to the legal 
forms belonging to the business; and if not. 
put some other one in my place. My desire is 
that the conference minutes may go forth in 
such form, asthose abread may learn the order 
of doing business; and thatthe Twelve be ap- 
pointed to this special miesion, of collecting 
funds for the Nauvoo House; so that all may 
know how to send their funds safe, or bring 
them themselves, and deliver them to the Trus- 
tee in Trust, or my clerk, who can always be 
be found in my office. Who are the Temple 
Committee that they should receive the funds! 
They are nobody. 

When I went to the White House, at Wash" 
ington, and presented letters of introduction, 
from Thomas Carlin, Governor of I'Jinois, to 
Martin Van Buren, he looked at it very insig- 
nificantly and said, ‘Governor Carlin! Governor 
Carlin!! who's Governor Carlin? Governor Car- 
lin’s nobody.“ Lerredin spirit. I confess my mie 
take; and 1 here make my apology to all the 
world, and letit be recorded on earth and in 
heaven, that I am clear of the tin of being an- 
gty with Martin Van Buren for saying tha! 
Governor Carlin’s nobody.” I have been sorry 
for it erer since. All property ought to go through 
the hands of the Trustee in Trust. 

There have been complaints against the Tem- 
ple Committee for appropriating church funds 
more freely for the benefit of their own chil- 
dren, than to others, who need assistance more 
than they do; and the parties may have till 
Saturday to prepare for trial. 

It was then voted unanimously that the 
Twelve be appointed a commitice lo collect funds 
to build the Nauvoo House, and receive moneys 
for the Temple, with this provise: 

That the Twelve give bonds for the safo 
delivery of all funds, coming into their hands 
belonging to the Nauvoo House and Tem 
ple, to the Trustee in Truet, and that the 
payor, also, make immediate report to the Trus 
tee in Trust, of all moneys paid by him to the 
Twelve; and that the instructions of President 
Joseph Smith, to the conference, be cerried into 
execution. 
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Elder W. W. Phelps proposed that the recret; and they bold that itis’ right t td oa 
Twelve sign triplicate receipts, for moneys re- from any one who does not belong to tlre eh ure h 
ceived, for the benefit of the parties: concerned. provided they consecrate two-thirds of it to the 
Elder Brigham Young objected, and said he] building of the Temple. They are also making 
should never give receipts for cash, except such || bogus money. 
ss he put into his own pocket, for bis on use;|} This man says he has become convinced of 
for it was calculated to make trouble hereafter,|| the error of his ways, and has come away from 
snd there were better methods of: transacting} them to escape their fury. I wish to warn you 
the business; and more safe for the parties con- all not to be duped by such men, for they are 
cerned; that he wished thiespeculation to stop, |i the Gadianters of the lost days. 
snd would do all in his power to put it down: He then read from the Wasp as re-published’ 
To which the Twelve responded, amen, Elder ſrom the Times and Seasons, bis own affidavit, 
Youngasked ifany one knew any thing ogeinst|/and the proceedings of the authorities of the 
any one of the Twelve, any dishonesty; if they) church generally, dated Nov. 26, 1841. The 
did, he wanted it exposed; be said he knew off man who told me said, “this secret band refer to 
o who was not dishonest. He aleo referrediithe bible, book of Doctrine and Covenants, and 
wmuzzling the ox thattreadeth out the corn, &. bookof Mormon to substantiate their doctrine : 
President Joseph said, I will answer Brotherſſ but no such doctrines are taught there. 
Brigham. The Twelve need not spend alli} They say it has been taught from this stand, 
their time abroad, they can spend the time be- that they are the little foxes that spoit the 
longing to the Temple, for to collect funds; and iſ vines, and the first Presidency are the big ſox- 
the remainder of the time they may labor forſſ es: and the big foxes wanted the little foxes to 
their support; and they may call on the publieſſ get out of the city and spread abroad, so that 
io supply their wants. It is no more for the the big foxes might have a chance; which eve- 
Twelve to go abroad and earn their living inf ry body knows is false: all these things are used 
this way than itis for others. The idea of not!) to decoy the foolish and unwary. 
murzſing the ox, is a good old Quaker song. but] Iwill mention two names, David Holmen: 
we will make the ox tread out the corn first and and James Dunn, they were living in my house 
then feed him. Iam bold to declare that III went to them and asked them if they were 
havenever taken the first farthing of church|/ stealing for a livelihood? Holman confessed 
funds for my own use, till I have first consulted/| that he had stolen from the world, not from the 
the proper authorities. When there was no brethren. I told them to get out of my hoate. 
quorum of the Twelve or high priests for me to David asked me to forgive him, and he liſted his 
consult, I have asked the Temple Committee, || hands towards heaven and swore if 1 would for- 
who had no particular business with it, but \ give him he would never do so again. Soow 
did it for the sake of peace. [Elder Cutler said || sfter he went to Montrose, where he was found 
it was so.] Let the conference’ stop all agents. stealing salt, as is eurrently reported; he then 
from collecting funds, except the Tweive.—|| state a skiffand came across the river, stole a 
When a man is sent to preach the first princi-|| barrel of flour that had just been landed from 
ples of the gospel, he should preach that and let! a steamer, rowed down the tiver to Keokuk and 
the rest alone. sold the flowér for $2 00, saying he had picked 
The choir sung a hymn,and elder O. Hyde} it up in the river, and was likely a little dum- 
prayed, and Twelve minutes before 2 o’clock aged, got his pay, and went his way. Dann 
P. M., conference adjourned for one hour. would not promise to quit stealing, but said he 
would go to St. Louis. I te!l you to-day, the 
: 3 o'clock, P. M. man that stea's shall not long after be brought 
Patriarch, Hyrum Smith, commenced by say- | to the Penitentiary. They will soon be brought 
ing that he had some communicstionsto make to condign punishment. I demand in the pre- 
to the conference, on stealing, and he would do | sence of God that you will exert your wit and 
it while waiting for Joseph; and referred to the || your power to bring such characters to justiee, 
article in the last number of the ‘Wasp.’ Said if you do net the curse of God will rest upon 
he, [have had an interview with a man wae you, such things would ruin any people. Should 
formerly belonged to the church, and he re- I catch a latter day aint stealing, he isthe las, 
vealed to me that there is a band of men, and | man to whom I would shew mercy. 
some who pretend to be.strong in the faith of President Joseph Smith said, I think it best 
the doctrine of the Latter Day Saints, but they || to continue this subject. I want the elders to 
are hypocrites, and some who do not belong to | make honorable proclamation abroad concern- 
the chureh, who are bound together by secret || ing what the feelings of the first presidency is, 
oaths, and obligations and penalties, to keep the" for stealing has never been tolerated by them. 1 
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despise u thiel above ground. te would betray 
me if he could get the opportunity. I would 
know that he would bea detriment to my cause, 
and if I were the biggest rogue in the world, he 
would steal my horse when I wanted to run 
away. 

It has been said that some were afraid to dis- 
close what they know of these secret combina- 
tions, consequently I issued a proclamation 
which you may read in the Wasp, No. 48, which 
the president read, 

PROCLAMTION, 
To the Citizens of Nauvoo. 

Whereas it appears by the re-publication of 
the foregoing proceedings and delaration, that 
I have not altered my views on the subject of 
stealing: And whereas it is reported that there 
now exists a band of desperadoes, bound by 
oaths of secrecy, under severe penalties in case 
any member of the combination divulges their 
plans of stealing and conveying properties from 
station to station, up and down the Mississippi 
and other routes: And whereas itis reported 
that the fear of the execution of the pains and 
penalties of their secret oaths, on their persons, 
prevents some of the members of said secret as- 
ociation, (who have, through falsehood and 
deceit, been drawn into their snares,) from di. 
vulging the same to the legally Coustituted au- 
thorities of the land: 

Know ye, therefore, That I, Joseph Smith, 
Mayor of the city of Nauvoo, will grant and 
ensure protection against all personal mob vio- 
lence, to each and every citizen of this city, who 
will freely anc voluntarily come before me, 
and truly make known the names of all such 
abominable characters as are engaged in said 
secret combination for stealing, or are accessary 
thereto in auy manner; and I would respectfully 
solicit the co-operation of all ministers of Jus- 
tice, in this and the neighboring states, to fer- 
ret outa band of thievish outlaws ſcom our 
midst. | 

Given under my hand at Nauvoo City, this 
25th day of March, A. D. 1843. 

JOSEPH SMITH, 
Mayor of said City. 
If any man is afraid to disclose what he knows 
about this gang of thieves let him come to me, 
and tell me the truth, and I will protect him 

from violence. TRieving must be stopped. 

Opportunity was then offered to the elders 
to bring forward their appeals from other con- 
ferences, but no case was presented. 

President Joseph continued his remarks and 
anid; itis necessary that I make a proclamation, 
concerning Keokuk; end also in relation te the 
economy of the church on that side of the ri“ 


— 

At has been au ↄposed that i made u treat bar. 
gain with acertain great man at Keokuk. H. fro 
came to my house about the Ist of August 1842. 
a stranger, and put on a long face, and said hy m 
was ‘‘a stranger in the place, and he was in dis- mi 
tress; and having understood that I was very v0 
benevolent, he had come to me for help. He Hi 
said that he was about to loose $1400 at Sheriff’, ov 
sale for $300 cash. I have money iv St. Louis 1 
which I expect in two or three days; but the af 
sale takes place to-morrow, and I want to hire 
money fer two or three days.“ I thought of this 10 
subject over night. I did not like the looks of I 


the man, but thought I, heisastranger. Ihave n 
been a stranger ina strange land, aud whenever vr 
Ihave asked for assistance I have obtained it. tb 
It may be heisan honest man, and if I turn a 


him away I shall be guilty of the sin of ingrat- u 
itude, and I had better loose $200 in good faith, 
than be guilty ofingratitude. So I jet him have pe 


the money und he gave me his note payable on fe 

demand, saying whenever you eall on me you h 

shall have the money.” J 
When I was taken with Carlin’s writ, I ask- 

ed him for the money. *You ought to have I 


it,” said he, but I have not got my money 
from St. Louis, I shal! have it ina few days.” 
He then stated, I bavea curious plan in 
my mind which I think may be profitable 
both for you and me. It is this,. I will give 
you a quit claim deed of all the land you 
bought of Galland; which is 20,000 acres: 
you paid Galland the notes, and ought to 
have them; they areinmy hands as his agent, . 
and I will give them up.“ I also propose deed- 
ing to you one half of my right to all my land 
in the Iowa Territory; and all I ask in return, 
is for you to give your influence to help to build 
up Keokuk.” 

I replied I have not asked for your property, 
and do not want it. I would not give a snap 
of my- finger fur it; but I wil: receive the pa- 
pers, and if I find things as you say I will use 
my influence to build up Keokuk; but J will 
give you nothing for the land, and I want the 
$200 whichjis due me. He made out the deeds, 
and gave them to me, and I got them recorded. 
He also gave up the most of the notes, I then 
said to Uncle John, if you will go there, with 
the brethren, I will give you the property; but 
he would not accept it. 

This man called for some more favors, and I. 
let him have some cloth, &c. to the amount of 
six or seven hundred dollars. I have offered 
this land to many if they would go and settle 
there; but nobody will go. He began soon af- 
ter to say to the brethren what obligations I was 
ander to him. I wrote him a letter on the sub 


* ject, but I have since found he is swindling, 
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— 
sod there is DO prospect ol getung any thing 
from him. 

He is owing me about $1100, and I thought ic 
my duty to publish his rascality, that the eldere 
might do the same in that Territory, and pre- 
vent the brethren from being imposed upon.— 
He haw got a writing to this effect, that if he 
owned as much ashe pretended, and would do 
as he said, I would give my influence to duild 
ap Keokuk, and on other terms. 

His name is J. G. Remick, he took this plan 
io swindle me out of money, cloth, boards, &c. 
| want all the congregation to know it. I was 
not going to use any influence to have the 
brethren to go to be swindled. My advice is, if 
they choose, that they come away from Keokuk 
snd not go there more; itis nota good loca- 
uon. 

Iam not so much a christian as many sup- 
pose Lam, when a man undertakes to ride me 
for a horse, I feel disposed to kick up and throw 
him off, and ride him. David did so, and sodid 
Joshua. My only weapon is my tongue. I 
would not buy property in the lewa Territory: 
I considered it stooping to accept it as a gift. 

(To be continued.) 


NOTICE. 

Elder Joseph Mecham is requested to return 
home, as the wanis of his family require his im- 
mediate assistance. Elder Appleton Harmon 
to continue bis labors in the vineyard. 

, Nauvoo, May 8, 1843. 

The hand of fellowship is withdrawn from 
elder Wm. Hewit, by the quorum of the seven- 
ties, until he make satisfaction before eaid quo- 
ram. JOSIAH BUTTERFIELD, pres’t. 

A. P. Roc wood, clerk: 

Nauvoo, March 26, 1843. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 1843. 


ANCIENT RECORDS. 

Circumstances are daily transpiring which 
give additional testimony to the authenticity of 
the Book of Mormon. A few years ago, al- 
though supported by indubitable, unimpeacha- 
ble testimony, it was looked upon in the same 
light by the world in general, and by the reli- 
gious world in particular, as the expedition of 
Columbus to this continent was by the differ- 
ent courte that he visited, and laid his }roject 
before. The literati looked upon bis expedition 


much the integrity of hie pretensions and looked 
upon him—to say the least—asa fool, for enter- 
taining such wild and visionary views. The 
Royal courts, aided by geographers, thought it 
was impossible that another contjnent should, 
or could exist; and they were assisted in their 
views by the learned clergy, who, to put the 
matter beyond all doubt, stated that-it was con- 
trary to Seripture; that the apostles preached to 
all the world, and that as they did not come to 
America, it was impossible that there should 
be any such place. Thus at variance with 
the opinions of the great, in opposition te 
science and religion, he set sail, and actually 
came to America; it was no dream, no fiction; 
but a solid reality; and however unphilosoph - 
ical, and infidel the notion might be, men had 
to believe it; and it was soon found out, that 
it would agree both with religion and philoso- 
phy. 

So when the Book of Mormon first made its 
appearance among men, it was looked upon by 
many asa wild speculation, and that it was 
dangerous to the interest and happiness of the 
religious world; but when it was found to 
teach virtue, honesty, integrity, and pure re- 
ligion, this objection was laid aside, as being. 
untenable. We were then teld that the in- 
habitants of this continent were, and always 
had been, a rude barbarous race, uncouth, un- 
lettered, and without civilization. But when 
they were told of the various relics that have 
been found indicasive of civilization, intelli- 
genceand learning; when they were told ef 
the wealth, architecture and splendor of ancient 
Mexico; when recent developemenjs proved 
beyond a doubt, that there was ancient ruins in 
Central America, which, in point of magnifi- 
cence, beauty, strength and architectural de- 
sign, would vie with any of the most splendid 
ruins on the Asiatic continent; when they 
could trace the fine delineations of the sculp- 
tor’s chisel, on the beautiful statue, the mys- 
terious hieroglyphic, and- the unknown char- 
acter, they begun to believe that a wise, pow- 
erful, intelligent and scientific race had inhab- 
ited this continent; bat still it was imprebable, 
nay, almost impossible—notwithstanding the 
testimony of history to the contrary, that any- 
thing like plates could have been used ancient- 
ly; particularly among this people. The fol- 
lowing letter and certificate, will, perhaps have 
a tcndency to convince the sceptical, thai such 
th ings have been vaed, and that even the ob 
noxious Book of Mormon, may be true; and as 
the people in Columbus’ day were obliged to 
believe that there wassuch a place as America; 
so will the people in this day be obliged to be- 


as wild and visionary, they suspected very 
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been such plates as these trom which the Book 
of Mormon was transiated. | 

Mr. Smith has had those plates, what his 
opinion concerning them is, we have not yet 
ascertained. The gentleman that owns them 
has taken them away, or we should have given 
a fac similie of the plates and cheracters in 
this number. We are informed however, that 
he purposes returning with them for transla- 
tion} if so, we may be able yet to furnish oor 
readers with it, | 

It will be seen by theannexed statement of 
the Quincy Whig, that there are more dteam- 
ers and money diggers, than Joseph Smith, in 
the world, and the worthy editor is obliged to 
acknowledge that this circumstance will go a 
good way to prove the authenticity of the Boo’ 
of Mormon. He furtherstates thas, “if Joseph 
Smith can decypher the hieroglyphies on the 
plates, he will do more towards throwing light 
on the early history of this continent than ‘any 
man living.“ We think that he has done that 
already, in translating and publishing the Book 
of Mormon, and would advise the gentleman 
and all interested, to read for themtelves, and 
understand. We have no doubt however, but 
Mr. Smith will be able to translate them. 


To the EDITOR of the TIMES & SEASONS. 

On the 16th of April lest a respectable mer- 
chant by the name of Robert Wiley, commen- 
ced digging in a large mound near this place: he 
excavated to the depth of 10 feet and came to 
rock; about that time the rain began to fall, 
and he abandoned the work. On the 23d be 
and quite a number of the citizens with myself, 
repaired to the mound, and after making ample 
opening, we found plenty of rock, the most of 
which appeared as though it had been strongly 
burned; and efter removing full two feet of said 
rock, we found plenty, of charcoal and ashes; 
also human bones that appeared as though they 
had been burned; and ncar the’ eciphalon a bun- 
dle was found that consisted of six plates of 
brass, of a bell shape, each having a hole neor 
the small end, and a ting through them all, and 
clasped with two clasps, the ring and claps ap- 
peared to be of iron very much oxidated, the 
plates appeared first to be copper, and had the 
appearance of being covered with characters, Jt 
was agreed by the company that I should 
cleanse the plates: accordingly I took them to 
my house, washed thein with soap and water, 
anil a woolen cloth; but finding them not yet 
cleansed I treated them with dilute sulphuric 
acid which made them perfectly clean, on which 


| it appeared that they were completely covered 


with hieroglyphies that none as yet have been 
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Know the hidden thitgs as fest as they come u 
light, I was induced to state the facta, hoping. 
that you would give it an insertion id your ex- 
cellent, paper for we all feel anxious to know the 
true medning of the plates, and publishing, the 
facts might lead to the true translation. They 
were found, I judged, more than twelve feet be- 
low the surfaee of the top of the mound. 

I'am most respectfully a citizen of Kinder. 
hook, PW F. HARRIS, M. D. 


The following certificate was forwarded fos 
publication, at the tame time. 

We-the citizens of Kinderhook, whose names 
are annexed do certify and deolere that on the 
23d April. 1843, while excavating .a lergs 
mound, in this vicinity, Mr. R. Wiley took from 
raid mound, six brass plates of a bell shape, cov. 
ered with ancient characters. Said plates were 
very much ozidated--the bands aud rings on 
said plates mouldered into dust on à slight 
pressure. The above described plates we have 
handed to Mr. Sharp for the purpose of taking 
them te Nauvoo, 


ROBERT WILEY, W. P. HARRIS, 
G. W. F. WARD, W. LONGNECKER, 
FAYETTE GRUBB, IRA S. CURTIS, 


DECKENSON, W. FUGATE. 
J. R. SHARP. 


(From the Quincy Whig.) 
SINGULAR DISCOVERY— MATERIAL 
FOR ANOTHER MORMON BOOK. 

A Mr. J. Roserts, from Pike county, called 
upon us laet Monday, with a written descrip- 
ion of a discovery which was recently made 
near Kinderhook, in that county. We bave not 
room for bis communication at length, and 
will give so much of a summary of it, as wil} 
enable the reader to form a pretty correct opin- 

ion of the discovery made. 

It appeared that a young man by the name of 

Wiley, a resident in Kinderhook, dreamed three 
nights in succession, that in a certain mound ia 
the vicinity, there was treasures concealed.— 
Impressed with the strange occurrence of dream- 
ing the same dream three nights in succession, 
he came to tho conclusion, to satisfy his mind 
by digging ino the mound: Por féar of being 
laughed at, if he made others acquainted with 
his design, he went by himself, and labored 
diligently one day in pursuit of the supposed 
treasure, by sinking a hole in the centre of the 
mound. Finding it quitelaborous, he invited 
others to assist him. Finally, a company of ten 
or twelve repaired to the mound, and assisted 
in digging out the shaft commenced by Wiley. 
After penetrating the mound about I! feet, they 
came to a bed of limestone, that had apparent 


able to read. Wishing that the world might 
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ly been subjected to the action of fire, they 
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removed tre stone, which were small and easy 
io handle, to the depth of two feet more, when 

they found SIX BRASS PLATES, secured 
and fastened together by two iron wires, but 

which were so decayed, that they readily crum- 
bled to dust upon being handled. The plates 
were so completely covered with rust as almost 

toobliterate the characters snscribed upon them; 
but after undergomg a chemical proces:, the 
iperiptions were brought out plain and distinct. 
There were six plates—four inches in length, 
one inch and three quarters wide at the top, 
and two inches and three quarters wide at 
the bottom, flaring outto points. There are 
four lines of characters or hierog) yphics on each; 
on one side of the plates are parallel lines run 

ing lengthwise. A few of the characters re- 
semble, in their form, the Roman capitals of our 
alphabet—for instance, the capital B and X ap- 
pear very distinct. In addition, there are rude 
representations of three human heads on one of 
the plates, the largest in the middle; from this 
head proceeds morks or rays, resembling those 
which usually surround the head of Christ, in 
the pictoral representations of his person. There: 
is also figures of two trees with branches, one 
under each of the two small heads, both leaning 
2 little to the right. One of the plates, nas on 
it the figure of a large head by itself, with two 


57 pointing directly to it. 
y whom these plates were deposited there 


must ever remain a secret, unless some one 
killed in decipherng hieroglyphics, may be 
found to unravel the mystery. Some pretend 
to say, that Smith the Mcrmon leader, has the 
ability to read them. If he has, be wil! confer 
a great favor on the public by removing the mys- 
tery which hangs over them. We learn there 
wasa Mormon present when the plates were 
found, who it is said, leaped for joy at the dis- 
covery, and remarked that it would go to prove 
the authenticity of the Book of Mormon—which 


it undoubted! y will. 
In the place where these plates were deposi- 


ted, were also found human bones in the last 
stage of decomposition; also some oraid, which 
was at first supposed to be human hair, but on 
a closer examination proved to be grass; proba- 
bly used as a coverirg for the bodies deposited 
there; thie was also in the last stage of decay 
There were but few bones found in the mound; 
and it ia believed, that it was but the buria) 
place of asmall number, perhaps of a person. 
or a family of distinction, in ages long gone by, 
and that these plates con ain the history of the 
times, or of a people, that existed far—far be- 
yond the memory of the present race. But we 
will not conjecture any thing about this won- 


On each side of this mound in which this dis- 
covery was mode, was a mound, on one of which. 
is a tree growing that messures two feet and a 
half in diameter, near the ground. Show 
ing the great antiquity of the mounds, and of 
course, all that is buried within them. Theee 
n ounds like others, thet are found scattered all 
over the Mississippi valley, are in the form of u 
sugar loaf. 

The plates above’ alluded to, were exhibited” 
in this city last week, and ate now, we under- 
stand, in Nauvoo, subject to the inspection of 
the Mormon Prophet. The public curiosity is 
greatly excited, and if Smith can decipher the 
hieroglyphics on the plates, he will do more to- 
wards throwing light on the early history of thie 
continent, than any man now living. 


TO THE PRESIDENCY, AND LADIES OF 
THE FEMALE RELIEF SOCIETY OF 
NAUVOO. 

Beloved sisters and friends—As I shall necee- 
sarily be absent from your pleasant society, for 
a eeason, my husband not having succeeded 
in business in Nauvoo oe he anticipated, I could 
not take my leave without soliciting your kind 
wishes and prayers for the time being, that we 
find it necessary to locate ourselves elsewhere, 
until a more favorable door is opened, for our 
residence with the church. 

I wish also to acknowledge my grate ſul sense, 
of the much kindness, and good feelings, which 
has been manifested toward me, during my vis- 
it amongst you; and in return you have my sin- 1 
cere prayers, that the best of heaven's blessings 
‘may rest upon you: and may the cause of hw 
manilu, benevolence, and mercy, flourish in your 
midst, under the benign auspices of an approv- 
ing heaven, and the smiles of the Holy one of 
Iersel. And may the heart of the widow, the 
fatherless, the poor, ond the destitute, for where 
benefit the scciety was organized, be made to 
rejoice throngh the means of your benevolent 
exertions. And feel assured, that while thie ie 
made the grand rallying point, for the active en- 
ergies of your minds, no power, however de 
sirous it may be to vilify, and call in question 
your good name, will be able to tarnish the 
lustre of your good deeds, or pluck from your 
standard, the laurels which will be woven by 
the hand of gratitude asa shining e 10 
your name, to all eternity. 

With respect and affection, I am yours in ae 
bands of the gospel, 

SARAH M. CLEVELAND. 


Correspondence 
To the EDITOR of the TIMES * SEASONS. 


derful dicovesy, as it is one which the plates 
alo ne can reveal. 


Dear Sm: —I am reqvested by Sister Burn- 
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‘confined six weeks and five days, withou, 
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ham to inform you, that. her husband, Elder 
James Burnham, is dead; and as you are ac- 
quinted with his history, she desires you would 
notice his death in your paper. I have this 
moment returned from a visit to see her, and 
found that deep affliction is her present lot. She 
geve mea letter from Brother Phineas Rich- 
ards, (I think he is a brother to Dr. Richards 
of Nauvoo) which states, that Elder Burnham 
after leaving Illinois, visited his mother in 
the east part of the State of New York; theuce 
travelling east, he visited some branches of the 
church, and built up new ones in Massachu- 
setts, where his labors were very abundant 
which brought on indisposition that terminated 
in a quick consumption. He died after being 


a struggle or a groan, at Richmond Massachu- 
setts, 22nd of last March, in the 46th year of 
his age. The nextday, he was removed to 
West Stockbridge in the same state, where he 
was intered. The letter goes on to state, that 
Brother Burnham had his right mind to the 
moment of his death, excepting a short time, 
about four days before, he was a little wan- 
dering; in which time, he clearly manifested 
what was foremost in his mind, for he was 
constently preaching, and praying. or in some 
kind of devotion. He was perfectly resigned, 
curing his illness, and longed for the time, (as 
he knew it must shortly be) when he should 
be present with the Lord. 
Yours, BENJAMIN ANDREWS. 

Macedonia, April, 22d 1843. 

The above painful intelligence will be read 
with sorrow by a large circle of the deceased’s 
friends. We have been personally acquainted 
with Brother Burnham upwards of three years. 
He went over to England about three years 
ago, and started from thence on a mission to 
Wales, where he was very successful in bring- 
ing many to the knowledge of the glorious 
principles of eternal truth. About twelve 
months ago he returned to this land rejoicing, 
bringing many of “his sheaves with him!“ We 
were not aware until we received this letter 
that after havirg been gone from his friends 
and home so long, that he had again forsook 
the bosom of his fricnds, entered the field, and 
performed so great a work as we are here 
informed of. We know that he shrunk not 
from teil, but hardly expected that he would 
have renewed his labors so soon; his form 
hewever could not sustain so great labor, and 
he has sunk under the burthen; he has died in 
the cause of God; and dying proc!aimed the 
truth of the gospel, which he preached while 
living. He has left a faithful wife, and several 


we deeply sympothise. In this afflictive dis 
pensation we must submit to the wise behest 
of Jehovah, and in taking leave of him untl 
the resurrectisn morn, asa tribute of respect 
we must say, he slumbers with the dead: 
„peace be to his ashes.“ — Eb. 


March 27th, 1843. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES AND SEASONS. 

Beloved Brother Taylor:—1 write to inform 
you that we held a conference at Johnson's 
Creek, Hartland, Niagara county, New York 
yesterday, the 26th inst., at the house of Broth- 
er Brown, according to previous notice. 

After the conference convened, Elder A. 
Montgomery arose and stated the objec: of the 
meeting. On motion, Elder Montgomery was 
chosen to preside over the meeting, and John 
Bell chosen clerk. 

Conference was opened by singing and 
prayer, by Elder Montgomery, and the fif. 
eenth chapter of John was read by the presi- 


dent. 
After proper instructions had been given by 


the president, relative to the different ordinan- 
ces, viz: confirmation, ordination, the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper, the blessing of chil- 
dren, the gathering, &c.; the president pro- 
ceeded to confirm five members, which had 
previously been beptized. 

Motioned by A. Montgomery, and seconded 
by Brother Brecken, that Brother Bell, Broth- 
er Stars, and Brother Brown, be ordained elders. 
Motioned by A. Montgomery, and seconded 
by Brother Bell, that Brother Brecken be or- 
dained priest. 

Elder Montgomery then proceeded to ordain 
the above named persons. 

Motioned by Elder Montgomery and seconded 
by Brother Bell, that this branch of the Chureh 
be called the ‘Johnson Creek Branch,’ of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
On a motion made by Elder Montgomery and 
seconded by Brother Bell, it was 

Resolved, That minutes and proceedings of 
this conference be sent to Nauvoo, with a re- 
quest that it be published in the Times and 
Seasons. 

It gives me joy and pleasure to be able to in- 
form vou through the medium of this sheet, 
that there is a great door open in this section of 
country. The majority of the people are very 
anxious to hear. Most part of the time tha: 
Elder Montgomery has been laboring here, he 
has spoken every night, to crowded audiences, 
and we believe that a great work will be done 


elders to visit us. 


A. MONTGOMERY, Prest. 


amiable children to mourn his lose with whom 


J. W. Bert, Crk. 


in this place. We earncstly solicit travelling 
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CONFERENCE. " 


Vericz, Butler county, Ohio, 
January lech, 1843. 


recommendation of **Motmonism Uaveileu.“ 


publiehed by E. D. Howe, the following :—"*The 
| waters of Lethe, in their fabled powe's of stupe- 


, Conference convened agreeable to previous faction, were not half so efficient as the infata- 
appointment at the school-house, and proceeded ations of Mormonism, for once the delasion is 
to appoint brother Geo. Mory president, and tasted, there is little or no hope.” 


Willard Snow clerk. Opened by singing and 
prayer by the president. 

Elder Lamoreaux represented the Newtren- 
ion branch, as numbering 25 in good standing. 
Invitations for preaching on all sides, as well as 
at Lawrenceburg Miami town, and the prospect 
flattering in other places. 

Brother Mory represented the p:esent pros- 
pect as good in the region where he had been 
laboring for a few weeks in opening a field of 
laborin the regions north. 

Elder Maitindale represented the branch at 
Washington, Wayue county, called the Green- 
ſork branch, in good standing, consisting of 15 
members—doors open for preaching in the 
porth. 

Elder Pettegrew gave an account of his and 
W. Snow’s labors, which hed been principally 
confined to Fayette county, when the Alquina 
branch was organized, as also Franklin county, 
ia the region of the Newtrenton branch, and 
Derbon county, among his old neighbors and 
friends. In all these places there were doors 
open for preaching. 

Elder Lumoreaux then requested a letter of 
recommendation from the conference to the 


We like the opposers of the principles of truth 
to make such acknowledgments, illustrating 
the sentiment conveyed hy Tertullian of old, 
when he said, ho ever looked well into our 
holy religion that did not embrace it?” So 
will it be, for who ean approach the contempla- 
tion of the principles of eternal truth, calmly 
and ratienally, without being interested? who 
can investigate the scheme of salvation—the 
manifestion of the benevolence of Deity, with- 
out being emranced with divine goodness? 

Whar, then, are the principles which are so 
influential, even according to the testimony of 
our enemies? We go forth amongst the multi- 
tude, who instead of being one “harmonious 
whole” through the influence of religion, are 
torn asunderand distracted by the multituae of 
conflicting opinions that obtain amongst them. 
We bear testimony that angels have again min - 
istered unto the sons of men, that the curtain 
which hides from our view the eternal world 
has been withdrawn, and that mortals have 
held converse with the resurrected dead, in or- 
der to learn the will of God, and to enable them 
to become instruments in his hands for the ae- 
complishment of his great purposes in termina. 


ehureh at Nauvoo, ashe was under the necessi- | ting the presen. condition of men, and bringing 


ty of returning home. Voted that as he is in 


| to poss the millennial reign of his glorified and 


good standing and fellowship, that his request | exalted Son. 


be granted. 


And through what instrumentality do we 


Voted also that we suggest the propriety of profess that this great work has begun? We 
sending three er four efficient elders to this re- answer through the coming forth of a record of 


gion to take the place of those who are under i branch of the house of Israel, of the seed of 


necessity of returning home in the spring. 
Moved that we adjourn this conference to 
Kewtrenton, until the first day of April next. 
GEO. MORY, Pres’t. 
Wu-Land Sxow, Clerk. 


the Millennial Star.) 


Joseph, upon the western continent, in answer 
to the prayer of faith in the righteous dead, and 
in fulfilment of the prophecies of the ancient 


| fathere, in reference to the house of Joseph be- 
ing the instrument in the hands of God, in bring- 
ing to pass his great purposes, and pushing the 


(From 
THE INFLUENCE OF THE PRINCIPLES || nation, together from the ends of the earth. 


OF TRUTH. 
In the third number of the second volume 
of the Sran, we find the following extract ta- 


The Book comes forth through the instrumene 


| tality of one ordained to stand asa prophet unto 


the people of the Lord, and inspired to translate 


ken from the Baptist Register (an American pa- its contents and usher them forth to the world, 


per) in reference to the influence of the prin- 
ciples taught by the Church ef Christ in the 


But what isits reception? It is handled ond 
glanced at by the learned and the wise of this 


last days: — We have looked dpon it asa mere | generation, for a glance is generally sufficient 
delusion, containing the seeds of its own dis- || '° satisfy such with regard to its contents, and 
solution, But there is order in this fanaticism, || is cast aside and condemned as a puerile and 
there is system in this smposture, and it carries absurd production—as bearing the stamp of im. 
with it an invisible spirit by which the learned || posture, because it violates the grammatical 
and the unlearned sre strangely overeome. rules of the English langunge, and is not sent 


We also extract from Mr. Alexander Campbel:’s forth garnished and adorned with lcarned tropes 
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polished education. 


— rounded periods, Ike the divinity of the 
Schools, which is so well calculated to charm 
a people most faithfully described as having 
itching ears. 

But where doesthe absurdity lie? Surely 
not in supposing that if the Lord gave revelation 
through the mouth of one brought up to agri- 
eultuial pursuits, and as our enemies testify, 
“not much given. to study,” it would be given 
in the language of the individual, euch as he 
was in the habit of using to communicate his 
ideas, und certainly not in the diction of the 
Schools. Buta ridiculous notion is frequently 
expressed, that the dictates of the spirit, through 
whats.ever channel they may flow, must necas- 
sarily be correctly constructed and perfectly 
grammatical. We grant at once, that if the 
word had chosen for his instrument the learned 
and the wise, we might expect whatthey gave 
forth as the teachings of the spirit, to be suffi- 


_ ciently correct to please the most fastidious .— 


But, certainly, we should have felt ourselves 
justified in being seeptical as to the truth of the 
Book of Mormon, had we found it written in 
the style of modern divinity, knowing at the 


game time, that the individual who sent it forth 


had not had the advantage requisite to give a 
But we perceive by the 
word of God, that our beloved brother, Joseph 
Smith, is not the only agent who has been em- 
ployed asa ecrvant of the Lord from amongst 
(comparative speaking) the uneducated class, 
In the 4th chapter of Acts and the 13th verse, 
we read thus: Now, when they saw the bold- 
ness of Peter and John, and perecived that they 
were unlearned and ignarant men, they marvel- 
Jed; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus,” We ask, by what 
did they perceive that the apostles were unlearu- 
rd and ignorant! Was it by their speaking the 
Hebrew language ip its purity and perf.ction? 
We trow not; for had the apostles been speak- 
ing a purely grammatical language, where could 
the evidence have been that they were unlearna- 


ed! But the truth is this, and we repeat what 


we have before said, every instrument which the 


Lord cmploys will be at any rate gifted with 


simplicity and sincerity, and whatever the Lord 
hall be pleased to give unto his people, by them 
shall Se given naturally and without hypocri. 


Hut, What are these strange and influential 
principles which have come ſorth with the Book 
of Mormon? Truly, our enemies have for once 
borne testimony to what is true, when they have 
written as before quoted on the influence of 
these things. Yes; wehave often looked around 
es with admiration ard wonder to see the effeet 
of the teachings of the Lord; we have beheld 


the aged tottering on the btiok of the grave as 
it were awakened by the principles of truth w 
the liveliness and vivacity of youth, their hearts 
overflowing with gra‘itude like Simeon of old. 
whew hie eyes had seen the Lord's Christ; and 
again, we bave seen youth humb'ing itself u 
the requirements of truth, and exercising « 
power of faith in the unsophisticated spring of 
life, that has given unio them the wisdom of 
years, and enabled many of them to arise and 
gather with the people, and the youngest aad 
most feeble, perhaps, of the family, have become 
the pioncers of their tribe. In many enses we 
have seen, as it were, natural and censtitutiona| 
fear annihilated by obedience to the principles 
of truth, and the reception of that spirit which 
is imparted to them that from the heart obey, 

Let us, then, now briefly state what the 
ciples are which the enemies of truth, os well 
os the servan's of the Lord o¢knowledge to be 
so powerful. We say at once, that the doctrine 
of the Church of Christ opens to man, in the 
first place, a fountain forsin and unc! eanness, 
proposes to him means by which he may be 
forgiven, and not forgiven only, bat restore 
into the favor of God, to become on heir of God 
and a joint heir with Jesus Christ; yes, even as 
it is written,—‘*the catne unto bis own but his 
on received him not, but as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the son: 
of God, even to those who believe in his name.“ 

And again, as Paul writes in the 20d Thesral- 
niens, And chapter and 14th. veree,*‘whereunw 
he called you by our gospel, io the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.“ And is 
this the portion of them that receive the testi- 
mony of Jesus, and endure’ to the end? Is it, 
indeed, true that redeemed men is destined for 
high a gidry? Let us examine this subject 
a little. We find in the prayer of the Saviour 
this delaration, and the glory which thou gav- 
est me, I have given them, that chey may be 
one, even as we are one.“ 

And again, ‘from the declarations of the Ba 
ior to his servant John in his apocalyptic vie. 
ion, we learn that to bin that overcometh and 
keepeth my works unte the end, to him will 
[ give, power over the nations, and he Aal 
rule with rod of iron; as the vessels of the 
potter shall they be broken to shivers; eren a 
received of my Father, and! will give unto 
him the mot nipg tar,’ Again, *to him that 
overcometh will I gront : to sit with me qn my 
throne, evenas I also overcame, and sat down 
with my Father o his throne, And. ebe thot 
overcometh shall 85 things, and I wi! 
be his God, and he shall | be my son“ An! 


these are the glories of e re eemed, and thia 
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mall be exalted. Shall we wonder, then, at 
the influence of the principles of truth? can; we 
any longer be surprised at the fortitude with 
which the ancient saints endured tribulation 
end braved death in its most tetrific forms} or 
can we be surprised that the influence of the 
same glorious principles should produce the 
same effect in the present age of the world ?— 
No wonder, then, as Mr. Campbell says, ‘if 
the delusion be once tested, there is little or no 
hop.’ Ilere is the secret spring of action in 
those who have entered into covenant with 
God; here isthe hope that elevates the sain s 
shove the things tbat surround them; here is 
the source of their energy which enables them 
w calmly bear the finger of stora—the con- 
tempt of one devoted friencship—the lose of 
hiends, of kindred, of natural affection, and 
to press onward in the service of God, wich an 
eye single to his glory, anda heart prepared to 
serve him with alldiligence in the rolling on- 
ward of the gospel of the kingdom as a witness 
unto all nations that the of ead come. Yes 
the people of God are Jooking forward to the 
recompexse of reward; their minds are expan- 
ding, and their hearts are enlarging through 
the glorious truths that are opened unto them 
by the revelations of the Spirit. What, then, 
is the faith and the obedience necessary to give 
us elaim to these high honors, to these glorious 
distinctions? We answer they are the samc to- 
day as yesterday—the same at this hour in the 
leland of Britain, as they were on the day of 
Pentecost; even faith inthe Lord Needs 
a the anoinied of the Father, the Messiah, he. 
Savior of the World: and baptism in his name 
forthe remissicn of sins, in order that they 
may receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, by 
which witness they shall know ofa surety what 
is truth, and realize to a cortainty whether the 
doctrines they have embraced be of God or not. 
And if it was necessary on the day of Pente- 
cost to recognize him whom the Father had 
sont, it is necessary nqw; and if there was a 
powerinhaname on that memorahle day to 
cancel the sins of the tranegreseor, it has the 
same power to-day as then, and is es necessary 
to be invoked upon us as upgn them, And was 
the promise faithful in that day, tha: they should 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, it is faithful 
pill, it is needed still; and, let the heart of every 
Maint respond with gratitude, it is realized still ; 
aud it has been our inestimable privilege to prove 
far ourselves the God of truth, and to know by 
a happy experience that his promises fail not. 
Then, let the Saints rejoicg.to hear seach ex- 
elamations asthe foregoing with regard to the 
principles of truth, when we sce ovr cnemie⸗ 


— 
work of the Lord, there is an iuvis ble spirit by 
which the learned and the unlearned are strange- 
ly overcome.’ It was saidin our hearing the 
other day, that there was nothing in the work 
of the Lord to attrset a superior mind. Be it al 
lowed for a moment, and what is the reason? 
Did the world by wisdom ever find out God, or 
willthey everdo so? We answer, no. Tho 
purposes of the Almighty were ever ordained 
so as to bring to nougbe the wisdom. of the 
wise, and to cause the understonding of the 
prudent to be hid; and shali the great work of 
the latter dnys be conducted on a system at 
variance with all his former proceedings? nay, 
verily, he will not give his glory to another. 

But what is the reason that multitudes of the 
wise and the learned turn away with scorn from 
the werk ofthe Lord, as almost beneath their 
contempt; we say at once it is because the plan 
of saivation is so God-like; and by teiog eo 
simple, recpgnizing all men as involved in one 
like calamity, as equally helpless and undone, 
and as requiring alike the same, means to deliv- 
er them from the consequences of sin, and in- 


troduce them to the favor of God. The human 
mind finds i'self much more flattered by labor- 
ing among the miats and the clouds of human 
wisdom; itis then conscious of ita strength and 
energy, and rejuiccs in ite own night; but the 
goepe! which he that tune may read, is by far 
too simple and is comprehended by the honest 
hearted without calling forth the energy which 
the human mind isso proud of exercising.— 
But though we allow that there is not that in 
the gospel which attracts the self-opinionated 
and the proud. yet ie is net true that superior 
minds do not become subject to the principles 
fof ruth; but rather is the quo‘ation at the head 
of this article more correct, when it is said that 
it is accompanied by an invisible epirit by which 
the learned and the unlearned are strangely 
overcome, Yes, my hearers, the servants of 
the Lord are gent forth to preach the gospel of 
the kiogdum, ad together inthe dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times of a people 
and a nation to meet the Lord athis coming, 
that his will may be doge on thecarth even as 
itis in heaven. Let us, then. rejoice and be 
glad, knowing that we are called by a holy cal- 
ling. and that we have not followed a cunning- 
ly devised fable, but the truth as it is in Jesus; 
and let us be desirous to live by every word that 
proceedeth out of tha mouth of Ged. With 
such sublime praspe¢ts before us, we can allow 
the world to cry delusion, and can take the 
scoffs and the sneers of it with patience, look- 
ing upon the recompense of reward, and basting 
unto the coming ef the Lord Jesus Christ, when 
he shall be revealed from heaven, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and obey 
not the gospel of his Son. 

May the Lord pregerve the saints in righ» 
eousness and in al! faithfulness until that day; 
and when called to passthrough the deep we. 
toe of tr bulation, may they be sustained by 
hiaepirit,that they may come forth purified, 


veknowledging that, in connexion with fh 


having their garmente washed and made white 
in the blood of tha Lamb. 
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